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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT WASHINGTON POST EDITORIAL FRIDAY 
MAY 6 HEADED "AMERICAN- VIETNAMESE TIES.” 

2. THE EARLY PROGRESS REPORTED FROM PARIS BY THE UNITED 
STATES AND VIETNAM IN THEIR TALKS TO NORMALIZE RELATIONS 
IS SATISFYING INDEED. BARELY TWO YEARS HAVE PASSED SINCE 
THE WRACKING END OF WHAT MOST AMERICANS NOW REGARD AS A 
MISTAKEN EFFORT TO SHAPE THE POLITICAL EVOLUTION OF INDO- 
CHINA. BUT THERE HAS BEEN NO SUBSTANTIAL REASON GIVEN 

SINCE WHY WASHINGTON SHOULD NOT ACCEPT THE COMMUNIST VICTORY 
AND PROCEED IN ITS DIPLOMACY FROM THERE. 

3. ON THE CONTRARY, THERE ARE SUBSTANTIAL REASONS TO 
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ACCEPT THE COMMUNIST REGIME. IT IS IN POWER. NOW THAT THE 
NORTH, SHREDDING THE FICTION OF THE SOUTH'S INDEPENDENCE, 

HAS SWALLOED THE SOUTH, THE GOVERNMENT RULES OVER SOME 
45 MILLION PEOPLE WHO MAKE UP ONE OF THE STRONGEST COUN- 
TRIES OF THE REGION. CERTAINLY NOT OUT OF GUILT OR 
OBSEQUIOUSNESS, BUT OUT OF THE SAME REALISM THAT DICTATES 
TIES WITH ALMOST EVERY OTHER COMMUNIST GOVERNMENT, THE 
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UNITED STATES SHOULD DEAL WITH VIETNAM. 

4. FOR A WHILE AFTER ITS VICTORY, HANOI EVIDENTLY FELT IT 
COULD SQUEEZE ' REPARATIONS"- IN EFFECT AN ADMISSION OF 
GUILT-OUT OF THE UNITED STATES. WHEN IT SOBERED UP, 

TALKS BECAME POSSIBLE. THE VIETNAMESE ARE, HELPFULLY, 

TAKING FURTHER STEPS TO PROVIDE INFORMATION ON MEN MISSING 
IN ACTION. IT IS ALMOST CERTAIN THAT NO PERSON CONSIDERED 
AN MIA IS STILL ALIVE. BUT THE QUEST FOR MORE INFORMATION 
MUST GO ON. CRUDE INTRUSIONS, BY THE WAY, LIKE THE 
GRATUITOUS NO-AID-FOR- VIETNAM RESOLUTION PASSED IN THE 
HOUSE THE OTHER EVENING, CAN ONLY COMPLICATE THE PROCESS. 

5. THE NIXON-FORD ADMINISTRATION COULD NOT RISE ABOVE ITS 
HUMILIATION ON THE VIETNAMESE GROUND. JIMMY CARTER IS 
UNBURDENED BY SIMILAR PERSONAL OR POLITICAL HANGUPS. HE 
HAS DROPPED AMERICAN OBJECTIONS TO UNITED NATIONS MEMBER- 
SHIP FOR VIETNAM AND PLEDGED AN EARLY ENDING OF THE TRADE 
EMBARGO. VIETNAM'S DESPERATE NEED FOR ACCESS TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY, TO ADVANCE RECONSTRUCTION, ASSURES 
WASHINGTON LEVERAGE TO SEE THAT RELATIONS ARE RESTORED ON 
FAIR TERMS. 

6. THERE IS NO BRIGHT NEW DAY DAWNING IN OFFICIAL AMERI- 
CAN- VIETNAMESE RELATIONS, THOUGH NO DOUBT THERE WILL BE 
INTENSE AND DIVERSE EMOTIONAL MEANINGS IN THE OFFICIAL 
PASSAGE FOR MANY INDIVIDUAL AMERICANS AND VIETNAMESE. 

THE SCARS ARE TOO DEEP FOR IT TO BE OTHERWISE. THERE CAN 
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BE, HOWEVER, MATURE ACCEPTANCE OF THE MUTUAL ADVANTAGE 
IN DRAWING AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE OF THE POISON OF THE PAST 
AND IN ARRANGING FUTURE COOPERATION WHERE IT IS IN THE 
INTEREST OF BOTH TO DO SO. (END TEXT.) CHRISTOPHER 
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